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THREE Talk 13th May 2009

Global Talk on Wall Street, the World Bank and the Great Wall
THREE Talk Speaker:

James D. Wolfensohn
Former President of the World Bank
Chairman and CEO of Wolfensohn & Company, LLC

Chairman of International Advisory Board, Citigroup
James D. Wolfensohn is Chairman of Wolfensohn & Company, LLC, a private investment firm and an advisor to

corporations and governments. Mr. Wolfensohn became Chairman of Citigroup International Advisory Board on

April 18, 2006. He is also advisor to Citigroup’s senior management on global strategy and on international matters.
Mr. Wolfensohn was the ninth president of the World Bank Group (since 1995). On May 31, 2005, at the end of his second term, he left office and assumed the post of Special Envoy for Gaza Disengagement for the Quartet on the Middle East, a position he served until April 30, 2006. In this role, he helped coordinate Israel’s planned withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and spearheaded reconstruction efforts as Palestinians assumed sovereignty over the area. Mr. Wolfensohn is also Chairman of the advisory group of the Wolfensohn Center, a new research initiative focused on global poverty, at the Brookings Institution.
Mr. Wolfensohn was the third president in the World Bank’s history to be reappointed for a second five-year term by the Board of Executive Directors. As President of the World Bank, he traveled to more than 120 countries in order to pursue the challenges facing the World Bank in regard to poverty and environmental issues. He led successfully initiatives on debt reduction, environmental sustainability, anti corruption programs, and AIDS prevention and treatment. He developed activities on religion and culture and decentralized offices overseas linked by the most modern telecommunications system in the international community.
Prior to joining the Bank, Mr. Wolfensohn was an international investment banker. His last position was as

President and Chief Executive Officer of James D. Wolfensohn, Inc.,his own investment and corporate advisory firm set up in 1981 to work with major U.S. and international corporations. He relinquished his interests in the firm upon joining the World Bank.
Before setting up his own company, Mr. Wolfensohn held a series of senior positions in finance. He was Executive Partner of Salomon Brothers in New York and head of its investment banking department. He was Executive Deputy Chairman and Managing Director of Schroders Ltd. in London, President ofJ. Henry Schroders Banking Corporation in New York, and Managing Director of Darling & Co. of Australia.
Throughout his career Mr. Wolfensohn has also closely involved himself in a wide range of cultural and voluntary activities, especially in the performing arts. He has served as Chairman of the Board of the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton University for the last 18 years. In 1970, Mr. Wolfensohn became involved in New York’s Carnegie Hall, first as a board member and later, from 1980 to 1991, as Chairman of the Board, during which time he led its successful effort to restore the landmark New York building. He is now Chairman Emeritus of Carnegie Hall. In 1990; Mr. Wolfensohn became Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. On January 1, 1996, he was elected Chairman Emeritus.
Mr. Wolfensohn has been President of the International Federation of Multiple Sclerosis Societies, Director of the Business Council for Sustainable Development, and served both as Chairman of the Finance Committee and as Director of the Rockefeller Foundation and of the Population Council, and as member of the Board of Rockefeller University.
He is an Honorary Trustee of the Brookings Institution, a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the Century Association in New York.
Born in Australia in December 1933, Mr. Wolfensohn is a naturalized U.S. citizen. He holds B.A. and LL.B. degrees from the University of Sydney and an M.B.A. from the Harvard Graduate School of Business. Before attending Harvard, he was a lawyer in the Australian law firm of Allen, Allen & Hemsley. Mr. Wolfensohn served as an Officer in the Royal Australian Air Force, and was a member of the 1956 Australian Olympic Fencing Team.

Mr. Wolfensohn is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and a Fellow of the American Philosophical Society. He has been the recipient of many awards for his volunteer work, including the first David Rockefeller Prize of the Museum of Modern Art in New York for his work for culture and the arts.

In May 1995 he was awarded an Honorary Knighthood by Queen Elizabeth II for his contribution to the arts. Mr. Wolfensohn has also been decorated by the Governments of Australia, Belgium, Brazil, France, Japan, Germany, Georgia, Mexico, Morocco, The Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Pakistan and Russia.

He and his wife, Elaine, an education specialist and a graduate of Wellesley, B.A., and Columbia University, M.A.

and M.Ed., have three children: Sara, Naomi, and Adam.

THREE Talk Chair:
Geng Xiao
Director of Brookings-Tsinghua Center for Public Policy at Tsinghua University

Senior Fellow of John L. Thornton China Center at Brookings Institution

Geng Xiao is the founding Director of the Brookings-Tsinghua Center for Public Policy at Tsinghua University in Beijing, and Senior Fellow of the John L. Thornton China Center and Global Economy and Development Program at the Brookings Institution in Washington, DC. 
He is also Vice President and Member of the Board of Directors of the Chinese Economists Society in U.S., Member of the Supervisory Board of the Shenzhen Development Bank in China, and an Honorary Professor at University of Hong Kong.
Geng obtained his B.S. in Management Sciences from the University of Science and Technology of China in 1985 and M.A. & Ph.D. in Economics from UCLA. 
He worked at the World Bank, the University of Hong Kong, Harvard University, and the Securities and Futures Commission of Hong Kong where he was Adviser to Chairman and Head of Research.
Dr. Xiao has done extensive empirical and policy research on the Chinese economy, providing provocative, timely and useful analysis and recommendations for policy-makers in Beijing, Hong Kong and Washington. He also contributes frequently to public policy debates through media presences and conference presentations.

Cherie Liem

Chair, Three on the Bund

Cherie Liem is the Chair of Three on the Bund and the Executive director of GITI Group, a diversified group with real estate development, manufacturing and consumer lifestyle presence in China and Southeast Asia, partnering with world-renowned brands throughout the Asia Pacific region. The tire manufacturing business is a leader in the region, and their companies have variously won the 2006 Best Employer of Asia award by Hewitt Survey, Best Managed Company in Indonesia by Euromoney, and AIA and Heritage Awards in China and Singapore for developments.

Cherie Liem earlier worked as a research associate at the Harvard Business School and was Director of East-West Bank in California. She published an award-winning book on an American-Chinese Architect, and was among the co-authors of a book published by the World Economic Forum. 

She serves on the International and China Advisory Boards for Columbia University and MIT Sloan School of the Management respectively, on the China Disabled Persons Foundation Board, China’s largest foundation, and is among the founding members of the Global Philanthropic Circle with Synergos Institute in New York. Ms Liem spearheaded initiatives for HIV/AIDS awareness in Indonesia for the GT organization which won awards from UNAIDS and International Labor Organization. She is also a frequent organizer of international and education forums including THREE Talk and Patrons of THREE philosophy at THREE ON THE BUND. Cherie Liem is a recipient of Baiyulan Award from the Shanghai government. She was also awarded the Young Global Leader by the World Economic Forum. 

.

She received her Bachelor in Engineering Science and Economics from Oxford University, and her Master’s in Business Administration from Columbia Business School.

