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Thank you. It’s a great honor to be here with a lot of old friends and hopefully some 
new friends and especially some friends dear and very close to me. My girl, Sharon, 
my left chair, we met about a year ago. And I have Maroid, she has accomplished. 
She has a family, she has young children, she is in business. She takes a lot of time 
to help people. She is on the board of China’s disabled foundation, she is on 
university board, she is an environment, she is helping people in Indonesia. I don’t 
know how she got the time. I respect you very much and it’s an honor having you 
here. 

I was invited to the discussion about living and helping people. My life is not always 
giving and helping people, I think it maybe better off to do the film first. We’ve got a 
three-minute film, it might show what we are doing with the wheel-chairs and 
eliminate some of the time and then I will talk about the wheel chairs. Let’s look at it 
first, then we can start. Am I coming through OK? 

You know get an idea of what we are doing now, but about the perspectives about 
what my life is, I think I have to start back again tell you sth about my early life. I was 
born in the United States, in the time which is called the Great Depression. My 
parents have been small farmers, they lost their farms and later I came along into 
their life. We were poor, we had the out-door bathrooms and out-door water. We 
were like the people I see now. I know how it gets through with these people, I know 
how much they are waiting someone to give them help. But in my early life, I didn’t 
think about these people. I was thinking about myself. I had nothing, so I said to 
myself, I want more. I want one pair of boots. It was a time honestly with no money, 
even as I was very young, the only way to get something was to go to work. My 
parents really didn’t have a lot of time for me. They are nice people, they are busy 
surviving. And because of that I started to make decisions very early, when I was a 
very young boy, I saw everything all above money and I found out how it really 
worked and the luckier you are. And work became an obsession, trying to get things 
monitoring and things that you could buy. And I probably really didn’t think of helping 
other people because I was too busy thinking all about myself. I was lucky because I 
lived in the country which gives you a lot of opportunities. And as you started to grow 
up, if you take my book I made it in three categories: the first one was ‘moral’, if you 
have nothing, you want anything, you want another piece of meat, whatever it is. And 
next you get my second category which is ‘ better’, you have your first car, you were 
going to your first trip, then you have seen other people have better things, you still 
want to have better things, so you do nothing but make money to get better. You go 
from a rented house to your own home, and you go from a short vacation to maybe 
two years. The more I get from this, the more money I have to make and the more 
you are into it. And you make money, you get all this enjoyment you saw people 
have. And then you are climbing that mountain, the success, or what they call the 
American Dream, and you probably get much that money can buy, and you started 
to lose the enjoyment from the things that could be purchased. Then you go to the 
next stage which I call ‘different’. While you are trying to find something different that 
you can do, I started the news cards. I don’t have the time to tell you the stories but 
they are in the book, maybe you can read the book, very interesting stories of my 
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early life and trying to survive and how difficult I was. And then I got in, because I’m 
interested in cars, I started purchasing cars, which I think I brought 68 cars to 
Shanghai Auto Museum which will be opened next year. I hope you can get to the 
museum which is next to the race track. So I built the museums for the cars. I also 
work with the University California Burckley anthropology. I started school education, 
I started to give back. All my life I gave money. I have never given myself for my 
heart. Through this, I was lucky because was able to purchase the professional 
football team. America is kind of a prize or something. Every American born will like 
it on and on, professional football teams. I realized the American Dream all through 
this. Then what happens, you wake up you find you are at the top of the mountain, 
there’s nothing more than what really helps you, and you are alone, you are up there, 
where do you get your pleasure? I knew I had to start something different, so I 
decided maybe it’s time I started to give back, I’ve been extremely fortunate, my life’s 
been like a dream, and I’ve been selfish through my own life, maybe there’s 
something I am trying to help my fellow men because I always remember my time 
being poor in a way that I started life. I was a big player at a football team, it’s going 
to Africa a lot, and I was second in English books and medical supply and clothes 
and trying to help the natives. I enjoyed the hunting. When I was a kid, the first sum 
of money I put into a rifle which I can shoot with. Whenever the game was, the only 
winner was me. So I always enjoyed hunting, I always do something access. And 
luckily, because of this we are now doing the fauna museums in China we are 
recreating in Africa, and one fauna museum science and technology here in 
shanghai which will be opened next march. It gonna show all the animals in the 
world we live And this by chance and by luck, the churcher asked me to take 50 tons 
of meat to the refugee’s. after I loaded up, I still had room and they gave me some 
real chairs. I never saw anybody in a wheelchair, I never thought about wheel chair. 
And I went to the refugee’s in Hungary. The doctor told me,’ in the third world country, 
if you are disabled or if you are going to be disabled, families don’t want to see you 
at all, so they put you in the bathroom giving you one meal could be rice a day, you 
fade away. I went and looked at a couple of these places and felt so sorry for these 
people and nobody cared. They had no dignity. I decided maybe this is something I 
should pursue. So I went to Vietnam, I went to central America, I started going 
around the world, I don’t have too much time giving this story, I’m gonna move along 
pretty fast. Anyway it’s a day we have given out 550,000 wheel chairs over 150 
countries of the world. So we have seen such sadness, if you saw fortunate, it’s hard 
meeting this people. We have here Mr.Zhang, our biggest supporter. He has been all 
around the world and  he coordinates for lottery, without him we would never have 
been near success. We made all the wheel chairs here in China and now we have 
gave away 140,ooo wheel chairs in China, and we are so lucky because we have the 
communicate with China’s disabled federation. And they had been partners like our 
partners all around the world. The latest news is there are 84 million disabled in 
China. And they have something like 400,000 employers and volunteers. They are 
every city here in China. Our job is easy, we just give some money and they do most 
of the working taking the chairs and finding the disabled person and taking pictures 
of them. We took the pictures of all the people ever before. They get the chair. We 
have so many people there wanting to sponsor a small sum of money. And we 
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always send the person a picture of the person that receives the real chair. Next year, 
we’ve already set the connection here.40,000 a year. So we are gonna have a very 
busy year next year. We were in Kunshan and delivering some chairs and the mayor 
said we got a little boy we’d like to have you meet, he is an orphan and he told me 
the story and they called him ’kunser’. He was born very badly disabled, his legs 
were wrapped his arms swerved everything. His parents dumped him in the trash 
camp at the train station. Luckily, he was found before he died, and he was saved in 
an orphanage. And by the time I met him, he was nine years old. He probably had 5 
or 6 operations. He could stand on his legs and was being able to walk. His arms 
were fairly straight. But he was so cute and he has a beautiful voice. It really got to 
me, and he would sing a song for me in Chinese I want my father, if anybody knows 
who my father is, tell him that I need him. I don’t have a father but I know I should 
have one, please, somebody, please ring him. I have been seeing him 2 or 3 times 
since. Last time, he sat on my lap singing a song for me and he looked up to me and 
they told me roughly in English, he said,’ you’re my grandpa’. It’s bad enough to be 
disabled, but your parents send you dumping in the trash camp and hope you die. It 
is not right. A nicer story here in China. A young man asked me if he could meet me 
with the chair I gave him 2 years before. And he said he had something to give me, if 
I could possibly see him. the next day they brought him over to me. You could see 
he was really well-developed. He was disabled from the waist down. He said’ I was 
really sorry for myself. I laid back and was really sorry for myself for two years. And 
some day they came saying there’s a wheel chair waiting for you. So I came here 
and they gave me a wheel chair. And at that moment I decided I would prove to you 
that I was worthy of the wheel chair. Nobody gave me the gift before, and I have to 
prove to him that I am worthwhile to it. So he came back and told me this story and 
he gave me a new scribbling, and he was the first disabled person scribbling me. 
And then he said now I feel I am worthwhile to the wheel chair. This is the type of 
story we get all around the world. And then I hade the next disabled, an artist. He 
was disabled neck down. He did the peacock with his mouth and the brush and the 
detail was so great, so suddenly I realized that they are not disabled, you know 
maybe it’s us, some of us that are disabled. These people are so able and they can 
do such great things. 

As we move on with giving out wheel chair, we looked at the reason for the disability 
and we found most of the reasons was water. Fluorin in water caused half of the 
disability, so the last two years I’ve taken on, hopefully, to purify the water for the 
poor people. Like we started with the wheel chair in China, we started in China with 
water. I first made a deal in the United States, the National Academy of Science and 
the International Academy of Science which are the top science in the world. And I 
spoke to Dr. Lu, who is the head of China Academy of Science. Through the 
cooperation, I found the study we did could be sent to every scientist, every 
university, every country in the world. When I came over him meeting Dr. Lu, I’m 
going over him to go to Amsterdam in January for the board meeting of the 
International Academy. We heard about the place, the water was so bad with flora 
and people were really in terrible shape. So went to Sam, I found this village with 
people very straightforward, there was no double size. I insisted this could be an 
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ideal place we could start purifying water and giving people water some of them 
could lead a life with. It will pass to the younger children. They lived in caves inside 
the mountains. They had nothing. They didn’t have any food. The other side was the 
government started to build some small home farms to the top of the hill. They gave 
them small money, and things disappear, they couldn’t finish the houses. We want to 
help them finishing their homes and move up there. It’s science with the disabled. 
People will gonna form a partnership where we can purify the water and bring them 
really purified water to drink. Hope they get moved to their new homes. I’m so fond of 
China because I have so many friends here. I really enjoy working and giving. I hope 
we can do somehow helping others realize don’t waste time as I did in my early life, 
just start giving back and making and assuring people that you care. These people 
want to know there are somebody cares that they do have hope, they do have a 
chance of life. And it gives you joy, money can give you fun, but helping a man gives 
your joy and inner feeling that nothing else gives you. So maybe there’s now time for 
a couple of questions. 

It’s so unusual, because I think what you have presented is all inspiring. I know some 
of you are just at the beginning of your career in terms of establishing as 
interpreneurs or in your professional life. Maybe in different stage of one’s 
development, you are one of the greatest business leader also in your property 
career development you started the whole community in Francisco and now you are 
developing in different parts of China. I don’t know what you have to offer to the 
younger person. You’re just developing the career and developed the role and 
maybe you can share. 

I made a lot of money, so everybody says it’s easy, but that’s not what giving is. If 
you help somebody across the streets, if somebody gives a smile to somebody. The 
little things is what gonna make a difference. We are here, people to people, when 
we go any place and help, we have no strings attach, we have anything to do with 
government policies. We are purely people to people. We have got a difficult world. 
We are having friendship between people. We’re gonna have people help people. 
Government system seems to be doing the same that people can. That’s why we 
want to come over here, put up a group to help people with water. We are lucky for 
volunteers. We are looking for the big money, we are looking for people they want to 
help people. This sea how much enjoyment you get out. No matter what it is, helping 
one of the other individuals everyday or every other day, giving a little kindness, 
giving them a little hope, showing somebody that you care that they have a little 
better life. 

In fact, the marketing and PR have prepared some forms already, we anticipate if for 
those of you are interested in what it is, the disabled activities, water, leader’s activity, 
you know any other areas. We are happy to coordinate, you can write your contact. 
We’ll call together different groups, allowing you to help in different groups. If there is 
other questions? 

I hope I’m not the only person with questions. I’ve heard of your great work in 
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Shanghai you have office in Shanghai. My question is, you work with the Disabled 
Federation, that’s national level government agency. My problem is on the provincial 
level and township level, how have you done the job. Another question is have you 
hired any disabled people in your projects? 

First of all, yes we’re working with the national, the local, no one is doing nearly all 
the other works, all the chapters all the times. We have partners We have 40 some 
cities here, but we work with China charity going out to the remote areas. And our 
organization is very small, so we don’t look at disabled people maybe we are. We 
only have half a dozen people here. We worked with individual chapters of disabled 
people. Yes, we are on board on the national run. Most of our works have the other 
runs, all over the world, we associate with every related organization. We don’t care 
what color people are, their education or anything. We are working with people over 
the world. We try to help them anybody that we can. I enjoy being with a leader of 
the country and next day I enjoy lifting somebody in a wheel chair. That’s never have 
anything in their life. We really get people to people, and we try to get message 
growth. In this world we need more people helping people and being friends of 
people.  

My name is Franky, and tonight we have half a dozen here to support your wheel 
chair program. Through Dr. Gran, we are given 225 wheel chairs to be given out 
near shanghai. We worked on the first project of 2500, and we got the second 
national program. And about this clean water project, we are very interested in it. 
Today we’d like to give you our support. Personally I was in Binxian, which is 2 hours 
drive from Xian. It works on ten water tanks. We pump the water and pump it up to 
the hill to the people living in the caves. We also work with Australian government 
school to build our elementary school. We are very much involved in what you are 
doing. We like to carry on your legendary work. We want to welcome you, support 
you, and we wish you visit us more often. Thank you. 

Any other questions from the floor?I am Allan Chen from China Business News, in 
the western country there is a foundation of charity, such as the Rock Feiller and Bill 
Gates, when they were young they made money. They entrepreneurs want to 
contribute to the society. Could you give them some advices on how to contribute to 
the society according to your experience, thank you. 

We realize here in China, we have something new that may have come for a long 
time. And first you have to take care of yourself and your family. But that doesn’t stop 
from your doing a little bit, but say one percent of doing to help somebody else. Not 
only you do it, but your children learn it to help somebody else. I read a lot of 
materials. I saw that in the United States, and I saw a lot here in China. This is fine. 
But we need to help other people. So don’t take off your money and give it away. But 
it does a little bit. And see how much enjoyment you get out of. You don’t even have 
to make money. Maybe reading a book to a disabled person. It’s just doing little 
things showing that you care.�You told us that you come up someday and you 
realized that you needed to give back. Can you elaborate more on the driving force 
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making you think about giving back and what are the real changes. That’s my first 
question, second, you have donated wheel chair and you talked about water project 
and what is the next step in China? Thank you.Over here, we work with five 
museums, and we’re gonna bring other things over. We don’t look at it like this is 
United States, this is Africa. We look at the whole world as one person. So we don’t 
differentiate between people. We can do things so easy in China. It seems that the 
people are more appreciated and nicer. So it’s hard not to come here a lot. This 
world treated so great. The poorest of the poor seem so nice. The man we met, he 
even tried to pass that out. We know this person had nothing, but still he is trying to 
share. And I think that’s what we are trying to do. We are trying to share if we have a 
lucky life. Yes, take care of your family, your children, but there are all children over 
the world. We don’t need to have the poverty. This recreates the sunrise on terrorism. 
And our world is not a peaceful world. The only way it can change is people working 
together, creating friendships, find no difference here or north Korea or Africa, I 
mean, people are people, they all need help, if you help them it will help to make a 
more peaceful world. The projects? We are trying to finish the fauna museums here. 
There is a lot of things we are thinking about doing. I’m still trying to do, maybe a 
couple of building developments here to create more money that I can give away. 
One things leads to another. The wheel chair was accidental, the water was 
accidental, with the water it’s gonna lead to education and other things. But the water 
is so big because90% of the world needs water. And in 95%of China you can not 
drink the water out of the faucet and feels safe. So there’s such a tremendous 
problem here in Shanghai to somehow get purified water to everybody or drinkable 
water. Because every month, it becomes more polluted, we are looking to replace 
the pipes without tearing up the streets. We can put in a pipe balloon, and get 
purified water so that they can be cleaned at the source. We can clean when we turn 
up the faucet, so that is the problem working on. That’s why we are with the scientific 
community over the world, we need all their help. They realized it’s the NO.1 priority 
in science right now is somehow to provide purified water to all the people over the 
world. It’s a big project I don’t think we need to look for anything else in the near 
future.  

First of all, thank you for letting us know how nice people are, the gentleman you 
shared with us who shared all his treasure in China and Shanghai here is very 
automobile and in this building we often have some events with F1 and Ferrari and 
Michael Schumacher sold his books. I know you have passion in that. Maybe some 
of the difficulties and challenges you have to face, maybe you can share with us a 
little bit before we finish.  

All of my life in the early part was broke, I kept expanding the way beyond the money. 
This  a great trend, something about the business. I started with the used car 
business, I had no money right after high school. It was difficult I had not enough 
money, I have worked selling used cars to get money to buy a used car like a 27 
years car for $900 at that time. That’s all the money I have. I had only one light bulb 
in my office. Then I got cold, you have to put anti-freezing in the cars, I remember 
one day I didn’t have the money to put anti-freezing to the cars, I waited to the last 
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minute, than I suddenly got cold, it dropped down maybe 50 degrees within a few 
hours, so I walked out trying to find some anti-freeze, at that time it was 10 degrees 
below zero, all the water went into ice. I ran underneath the cars, ice water ran down 
my arms. It was a real training program. I have never been so miserable in my life. 
The story is also in the book. And for people here in China you are doing new things, 
many things you are not used to, you never stay with something that you never work, 
if something doesn’t work, take your loss and start something because the 
opportunity here is gonna eliminated in a few years. You got people there willing to 
work, this is so important. You’re gonna find competition in Vietnam, and some other 
countries, I still I hope I am one of you, because over here the opportunities are 
really good. I’d like to thank Ken for this very inspiring speech, I think you have such 
a wealth of experience and knowledge that is very limited in terms of time for this 
forum, but at least we have a glimpse of power as a real person of you from 
beginning, it wasn’t an American dream, but it had been pursued by an America 
proud. They have made China a new friend. From everyone here, I want you to join 
me in this room to thank you. We just have a small token of 3 on the Bund we would 
like to give you. 
 


